[Your Address goes here]
Dear Patient,

According to your records you have previously been prescribed the drug COLCHICINE for gout.

Colchicine is a safe and effective medication for the treatment of gout but there have been some recent changes to the way this drug is prescribed. 

If you have colchicine tablets at home, we would like to check that your instructions are up to date. Would you ring the practice nurse and have your bottle of colchicine handy?

It is likely that the nurse will ask;

· How old are the tablets?

· What is the strength of the tablets?

· How often does it say to take the tablets?

· Do you know what side effects to watch for?

· Are your medications stored in a safe place? (especially out of reach of children)

The Practice Nurse may need to check some of these things with your Doctor, particularly if you are on other medication as well. 

If you have not had a check up for your gout recently, this may be an ideal time to ring for a Doctor’s appointment.

Yours Sincerely

